
Kippax Ash Tree Foundation Stage Long Term plan 2018-2019 

(children’s interests guide the topic / focus for each term) 

 PSED, PD, C&L L, M, UW, EAD 

Autumn  Settling in 

 Sharing, taking turns,  

 Learning rules 

 Gross and fine motor skills 

 Moving in different ways 

 Toileting 

 Listening 

 Speaking to others clearly 

 Responding appropriately to questions 

 Listening to stories and discussing these 

 Learning sounds 

 Recognising numerals 

 Sorting and comparing objects 

 Weather 

 Changes in seasons 

 Learning new songs 

 Performing for others 

 Using different materials (paint, dough, pencils etc) 

Spring  Sharing and taking turns 

 Playing games and following rules 

 Helping others 

 Mark making / writing letters using a correct pencil grip 

 Developing fine motor skills 

 Dressing and undressing (coats etc) 

 Holding conversations with others 

 Speaking for an audience 

 Asking questions to find out more 

 Discussing events in stories 

 Learning about ‘characters’ 

 Learning new sounds and using these to help read 

 Counting accurately and combining groups of items 

 Learning about shapes 

 Learning about others in the world 

 Using appropriate technology 

 Model making / creating own artwork 

 Music making – making instruments 

Summer  Teaching others about rules 

 Settling arguments 

 Negotiating with other 

 Forming letters correctly 

 Moving in different ways – hopping, skipping etc 

 Dressing, toileting and eating without help 

 Learning and using vocabulary 

 Listening and showing understanding through comments 
and questions asked 

 Discussing settings and key events in stories 

 Learning about fiction and no-fiction 

 Using phonic knowledge to write simple words and 
sentences 

 Counting, ordering, recognising, writing and using numerals 

 Naming 2D / 3D shapes and discussing properties 

 Recognising and finding patterns 

 Using programmable toys 

 Composing and performing music / songs / dances 

 



 
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) (DfE, 2012) clearly states how early years providers must ensure that the Statutory Framework is embed into 
everyday practice which allows children to learn and develop. 
 
Within the EYFS there are three characteristics of effective teaching and learning, these support children’s learning across the whole EYFS  and gives 
practitioners a more clear focus of what children may be achieving as well as the development matters. 
 
The three characteristics of effective teaching and learning are: 

 playing and exploring – children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’; 
 active learning – children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements; and 
 creating and thinking critically – children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things. 

 
The EYFS also concentrates on the prime and specific Areas of Learning and Development, these also interconnect with the Characteristics of Effective 
Learning 
as stated in the EYFS development matters; 

 The prime areas begin to develop quickly in response to relationships and experiences, and run through and support learning in all other areas. The 
prime areas continue to be fundamental throughout the EYFS. 

and 
 The specific areas include essential skills and knowledge. They grow out of the prime areas, and provide important contexts for learning. 
 Prime areas are fundamental, work together, and move through to support development in all other areas.  

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED) 
 Communication and Language (C&L) 
 Physical Development (PD) 

 Specific areas include essential skills and knowledge for children to participate successfully in society.  
  Literacy (L) 
  Mathematics (M) 
  Understanding the World (UW) 
 Expressive Arts and Design (EAD) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reggio inspired 
 
Children are capable of constructing their own learning 
They are driven by their interests to understand and know more. 
 

Children form an understanding of themselves and their place in the world through their interactions with others 
There is a strong focus on social collaboration, working in groups, where each child is an equal participant, having their thoughts and questions valued. The 
adult is not the giver of knowledge. Children search out the knowledge through their own investigations. 

 
Children are communicators 
Communication is a process, a way of discovering things, asking questions, using language as play. Playing with sounds and rhythm and rhyme; delighting in 
the process of communicating. Children are encouraged to use language to investigate and explore, to reflect on their experiences. They are listened to with 
respect, believing that their questions and observations are an opportunity to learn and search together. It is a process; a continual process. A collaborative 
process. Rather than the child asking a question and the adult offering the answers, the search is undertaken together. 
 

The environment is the third teacher 
The environment is recognised for its potential to inspire children. An environment filled with natural light, order and beauty. Open spaces free from clutter, 
where every material is considered for its purpose, every corner is ever-evolving to encourage children to delve deeper and deeper into their interests. 
The space encourages collaboration, communication and exploration. The space respects children as capable by providing them with authentic materials & 
tools. The space is cared for by the children and the adults. 
 

The adult is a mentor and guide 
Our role as adults is to observe (our) children, listen to their questions and their stories, find what interests them and then provide them with opportunities 
to explore these interests further. The Reggio Emilia Approach takes a child-led project approach. The projects aren’t planned in advanced, they emerge 
based on the child’s interests. 
 

An emphasis on documenting children’s thoughts  
In Reggio and Reggio-inspired settings that there is an emphasis on carefully displaying and documenting children’s thoughts and progression of thinking; 
making their thoughts visible in many different ways: photographs, transcripts of children’s thoughts and explanations, visual representations (drawings, 
sculptures etc.), all designed to show the child’s learning process. 
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