
 
22 May 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 

Thank you so much for your patience this week as we have been navigating a course ahead for our schools. As we 
said in our last letter to you a week ago, in planning any increase in numbers in our schools, we are guided first and 
foremost by considerations of safety and we know we need to help you to feel more confident in letting your 
children return to school. For this reason, I am writing today to outline to you what we are currently planning to do 
to support the government’s ambition to enable more children to return to school in June. Obviously, this may 
change, depending on so many factors, not least your concerns as well as the local, regional and national picture, 
and on full consideration of our risk assessments and consultations with professional bodies. The plans below are, 
of course, dependent on the outcome of the publication of the scientific research and whether or not the 
government’s five tests have been met by the end of May. Whilst this means everything is uncertain, we wanted to 
share our intentions with you, so you can at least begin to plan. Our approach is supported by Leeds City Council 
and matches their approach. (please also see Director of Children’s Services’ letter attached). Our current proposal 
for after the half term holiday is as follows for our primary schools; 

Children of key workers and vulnerable children 

We will continue to be open for these children every day. Please continue to liaise with your school to book places. 

Week beginning June 1st 

Mon 1st June: staff will be in school to through new procedures, review updated risk assessments and work with 
leadership teams to establish new routines and ways of working safely. 

NB: On Monday June 1st the only children in school will be those of key workers as normal 

Tuesday 2nd June – Friday 5th June:  

Year 6 induction. We are inviting  each Year 6 child into school for one induction day as follows: 

Each year six class will be divided into smaller groups (between 10-15). During this week, each child will be invited 
into school on one day for an induction day.  The induction day will focus on two main areas: pupil well being and 
learning the new school routines. Children will be able to get used to new routines in a small, supportive group and 
teachers will have enough capacity to support them and be aware of any emerging issues.  

Your school will contact you to confirm the date of your Year 6 child’s induction. 

Week beginning 8th June 

In addition to children of key workers, each Year 6 group will be in school as follows: 

● Monday: in school 
● Tuesday: in school 
● Wednesday: home learning 
● Thursday: in school 
● Friday: In school 

Year 1:  We anticipate that the induction process will begin for Year 1 pupils during this week .Each Year 1 child 
will be invited in for one induction day. Your school will contact you to let you know which day your child’s 
induction will be.  
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Week beginning 15th June: 

Year 6  will continue to be in school four days per week and home learning on Wednesday 

Year 1 will be in school for four days and home learning on Wednesday 

Reception: We are hoping we will be able to run the induction days for our reception children this week. This will 
be dependent on the numbers of priority children (children of key worker and vulnerable children) we are looking 
after. We will confirm this with you nearer the time. If we are able to, we will invite our reception children for an 
induction day during this week so they can be in school for four days per week the following week (week beginning 
22nd June). However, I must stress that on the current staffing ratio set out by the government, the 
requirements for social distancing and our room sizes and available staff, our schools are currently 
uncertain about whether they will have capacity to support Reception children at this stage.  

Nursery children: As outlined above, we are concerned that we will not have the capacity under the current 
guidelines to accommodate our nursery children. We do hope that as the situation evolves, the guidance will 
become clearer and we will be able to welcome them in. But at this stage I must confirm that we do not think we will 
have space or staffing. 

Please note the following: 

1. Class teacher: In line with government guidance, your child will be allocated to a group of up to 15 children. 
This means that they will not all be working with their class teacher. Schools are planning to ensure that 
they will be working with a member of staff who knows them and is familiar to them 

2.  Clothing: we will be doing as much outdoor learning as we can. Children are welcome to wear their 
uniform (if it still fits them!) or other clothes. We do ask families to ensure that children come to school in 
fresh clothes every day which are sensible and comfortable and enable them to take part in outdoor 
activities whatever the weather. 

Children of Key Workers in Year 6 and Year 1: Families will need to decide whether you want your child to 
attend their year group provision for four days per week or remain in the key worker day care provision. 
They will not be able to swap between the two.  

Children in other year groups, and children unable to attend 

We will continue to support home learning for your children whichever year group they are in. 

 

We know that this plan will be disappointing to some and overwhelming to others. We do hope that this planned, 
incremental increase in our children’s access to school will support your children and help them develop new ways 
of working, keeping your children and our staff as safe as possible. This gradual increase helps us to see where 
our ‘pinch points’ are in our schools and respond accordingly. This plan also enables us to continue to support all of 
our children, whether they are at home or at school. We do not want to use up all of our capacity for the children in 
school and leave all of our other wonderful children in other year groups (and children who cannot come into school 
because they are shielded or live with clinically vulnerable family members) feeling forgotten. It will also hopefully 
build confidence in all of us, our staff, our children and our families, helping us to feel that we can manage the next 
phase of living through this pandemic. Please be assured that we will be taking all of the recommended additional 
measures for keeping everyone safe and lowering the risk of transmission of Covid-19 as much as we can.  

You will no doubt be aware of all of the uncertainty and controversy about our next steps in education. There is no 
definitive right answer to this; we can only do what we feel is right, taking full account of scientific advice and risk 
assessing each development. We can only do what we have the capacity to do. We desperately want to get this 
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right so that it is safe and sustainable and so that you have the confidence to let your children come back to school. 
We know that will seem too daunting to many of you. We will respect your decision and will continue to support 
your child to the best of our abilities wherever they are.  

This proposal may, of course, have to change in the light of new information. We will contact you next week to 
confirm arrangements. Once we have confirmation that the government’s five tests have been met and what their 
recommendations are, the Brigshaw Learning Partnership will make a final decision about whether to approve this 
proposal before the end of May. 

I want to end again with thanking you all for your incredible support since March. Your faith in us to help you look 
after your children either at home or at school in these difficult times is greatly appreciated. Your trust in us is very 
precious to us and we will continue to de everything we can to deserve that trust.  

Best wishes to you and yours for a sunny, peaceful end to May and sunnier days ahead. 

 

Cath Lennon 

Chief Education Officer 
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